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 “Henry David Thoreau: The Inspired”

Henry David Thoreau’s unique childhood experience and excellent supporting by friends and family helped shape him into the famous transcendentalist icon that he is seen as today. While, he experienced many struggles and hard times, they only made him stronger. He continued to work through these tough times, and went on to better ones. It is because of these various experiences that we are able to enjoy the works of Thoreau, and will continue to enjoy them forever.

Thoreau’s burning desire to write was greatly inspired by the encouragements of his family. He was born the second son, and third child, of John and Cynthia Thoreau on July 12, 1817 (About Thoreau's Life 1). His siblings played a huge role in his life by not only being inspiring role models, but also supporting Thoreau financially (Glick 4). When Thoreau was accepted to Harvard, where his grandfather went before him, his siblings pulled money from both of their salaries to help pay for his tuition and living expenses; which came to be around 179 dollars a year (Woodlief 3). His mother also held two jobs to help support Henry and his family (Glick 6). Both Thoreau’s older brother and sister worked as schoolteachers; and Henry eventually started working at the same school (Thoreau, Henry 3).
It is true that family played a huge role in Thoreau’s life and writing habits, but without Thoreau’s friends his writing would not have developed into what it is known for today.  Ralph Waldo Emerson played the largest role in affecting Thoreau’s writing (Glick 11). Thoreau and Emerson saw eye to eye in outlooks on life, nature, and various other subjects (Glick 11).Thoreau even went as far as to live with Emerson and his family for a few years (About Thoreau's Life 5). This gave him the nurturing care that he needed for his writing and ideas to grow (Woodlief  7). Nathaniel Hawthorne and Bronson Alcott also resided in Concord, where Thoreau lived the earlier part of his life (Hampson 11). Franklin Sanborn would occasionally visit the Thoreau family, and in doing so, played a huge roll in Thoreau’s life (Hampson 13).
Many tragedies occurred in Thoreau’s lifetime; these tragedies truly impacted him as a person and a writer. The first major tragedy of Thoreau’s life was the death of his older brother, John Jr. (Thoreau, Henry 4). This was extremely traumatizing for Henry because of his closeness with John Jr. (About Thoreau's Life 7). John Jr. and Henry had even worked together, and having John Jr. die in Henry’s own arms had an effect on Henry that no amount of time could reverse (Woodlief 2). While shaving one day John Jr. cut himself and died of lockjaw (Woodlief 2). When Thoreau’s father died in 1859, Thoreau changed into a more loving soul (Thoreau, Henry 13). Also, with the death of his father, Thoreau was left with more responsibilities (Glick 9). Among these responsibilities was running of the families’ plumbing business (Glick 9).

From the time Thoreau was a young boy, he began writing; but the proper schooling he received really pushed him to excel to the level that he was able to reach. Thoreau’s schooling started off at Concord’s grammar school, which he attended for a few years (About Thoreau’s Life 6). After grammar school, he attended Concord Academy (About Thoreau’s Life 6). After Concord Academy, Thoreau continued to excel in schooling all the way through Harvard (Glick 14). After graduating from Harvard, Thoreau accepted a teaching job which he left after just two weeks; on the grounds of refusing to use corporal punishment (Woodlief 9). This is an example of Thoreau’s individualistic which were developed at Harvard (Glick 7). In one of his quotes, this idea of individualism is apparent: “… I desire that there may be many different persons in the world as possible; but I would have each one be very careful to find out and pursue his own way…” (Woodlief 11).
It is a combination of Thoreau’s desire to be independent as well as the many different outside influences that have caused him to become known for his transcendentalist beliefs and love for nature. Thoreau and Emerson, in essence, created the writing style known today as transcendentalism ( Woodlief 14). Transcendentalism is described as “assumed a universe divided into two essential parts, the soul and nature” (Glick 13). Thoreau received much of his transcendentalist inspiration while residing next to a pond, Walden, in a cabin that he built with his very own hands (About Thoreau’s Life 11). This experience allowed Thoreau to become independent and to live at peace with nature as one (About Thoreau’s Life 11). The fact that Thoreau’s last words were “Indian” and “moose” shows that he was always thinking of nature, and always trying to find synchronizations in different words (Hampson 6). Religious teaching from Gandhi inspired Thoreau to become more in sync with nature and the world (Hampson 9). 

In conclusion, one sees that Thoreau was always very passionate about grammar and writing, as well as all life. Thoreau then took this passion and began applying it into short stories, journals, novels and everyday life (Woodlief 1). He had an effect on everyone that he met (Glick 16). Ultimately Thoreau just wanted to share with the world the overall peace that he was able to feel when he and nature connected on a deeper level (Thoreau, Henry 11). Thoreau wanted people to be able to stop and enjoy the simpler things in life; hoping to put an end to materialism and immoral ways of life.
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